
     In  Macon Georg ia ,  my hometown,
winter seems  to  have  s l ipped  quie t ly in to
hid ing .   February teased  us  wi th
temperatures  in  the  70 ’s ,  reminding us
March  i s  jus t  a round the  corner.  And wi th
i t  comes  the  c i ty ’s  -  In ternat iona l  Cherry
Blossom Fes t iva l .  

     March  20-29,  2026 ,   Macon t ransforms
into  a  p ink paradi se ,  ce lebra t ing  more
than  350,00 Yoshino  cherry t rees  in
b loom.  The  fes t iva l  even  fea tures  a  ha iku
contes t .   I  confess ,  I  have  not  entered ;  th i s
poet ic  form cont inues  to  e lude  me .
 
     As  March  unfo lds ,  poetry soc ie t ies
everywhere  beg in  prepar ing for Nat iona l
Poetry Month  in  Apr i l .  Las t  year I  en joyed
reading a t  loca l  l ibrar ies  and  shar ing
poems a t  the  th i rd  Fr iday Ga l lery Opening
at  the  Middle  Georg ia  Ar t  Assoc ia t ion .   I
hope  to  repeat  and  expand these  outreach
ef for t s  th i s  year.   Members ,  what  are  your
plans  for Apr i l ?  
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F I N D  O U T  M O R E

Reading a  few of  the i r  poems
or in terv iews  can  he lp  you
under-s tand  whether your
voice  might  speak to  them.

4 .  M a t c h  t h e  p o e m  t o  t h e
c o n t e s t
Ins tead  of  wr i t ing  for a
contes t ,  choose  contes t s  tha t
natura l ly a l ign  wi th  the  poems
you’ve  a l ready wr i t ten .  This
keeps  your vo ice  authent ic  and
prevents  you  f rom forc ing
your work in to  a  mold  tha t
doesn’ t  su i t  i t .

5 .  Tr u s t  yo u r i n s t i n c t s
I f  a  contes t  fee l s  l ike  a
mismatch  — too  exper imenta l ,
too  po l i t i ca l ,  too  formal ,  too
broad  — trus t  tha t  fee l ing .
Your in tu i t ion  i s  par t  o f  your
ar t i s t i c  in te l l igence .

Choos ing contes t s  thought fu l ly
i sn’ t  about  s t ra tegy a lone  —
it ’ s  about  honor ing your vo ice .
W hen you  submit  to  p laces
that  resonate  wi th  your s ty le
and  sp i r i t ,  you  g ive  your
poems the  bes t  chance  to  be
tru ly seen .

Feature Article

How to Choose Contests That Fit Your Voice

     ubmit t ing  to  contes t s  can
fee l  unpredic tab le ,  but  poets
can  improve  the i r  chances  by
choos ing contes t s  tha t
genuine ly match  the i r  s ty le
and  themes .  A good f i t  doesn’ t
guarantee  a  win ,  but  i t  does
ensure  your work i s  read  by
people  more  l ike ly to
apprec ia te  i t .

1 .  R e a d  p a s t  w i n n i n g p o e m s
This  i s  the  c leares t  indica tor of
whether your work be longs  in  a
par t i cu lar contes t .  Not ice  the
tone ,  s ty le ,  and  sub jec t  mat ter.
I f  you  fee l  a  na tura l
connect ion  to  the  winning
pieces ,  tha t ’ s  a  s t rong s ign
your poems  may resonate  there
too .

2 .  L o o k a t  t h e  c o n t e s t ’s
m i s s i o n
Some contes t s  favor
innovat ion ,  o thers  prefer
t rad i t iona l  forms ,  narra t ive
c lar i ty,  or soc ia l  engagement .  A
quick scan  of  the i r  gu ide l ines
or webs i te  can  te l l  you  a  lo t
about  what  they va lue .

3 .  R e s e a r c h  t h e  j u d g e  
Judges  are  human,  and  the i r
tas tes  shape  the i r  choices .  

S

C h o o s i n g  c o n t e s t s  t h o u g h t f u l ly  i s n ’ t  a b o u t
s t ra t e g y  a l o n e  —  

i t ’ s  a b o u t  h o n o r i n g  y o u r v o i c e .  



   Spot l ight  

came f rom the  land ,
the  Bib le ,  and  the
ba l lads  of  Appa lachia ,
ye t  h i s  t a lent  carr ied
him into  nat iona l
recogni t ion .  

Dur ing the  ear ly
1950s ,  he  taught  a t
Young Harr i s  Col lege .
A l though she  d id  not
know him persona l ly,
our GPS Pres ident ,  

The Georg ia  Poetry  Soc ie ty  es tab l i shed  T h e  R e a c h  o f  S o n g  an thology  in
1981 ,  naming  i t  in  honor  of  Byron  Herber t  Reece ,  whose  work  he lped
shape  Georg ia ’ s  poet ic  ident i ty .  The  t i t l e  comes  f rom Reece ’ s  1952
co l lec t ion  and  re f lec t s  h i s  be l ie f  tha t  poetry  reaches  outward—across
t ime ,  l and-scape ,  and  communi ty .  By  choos ing  h i s  words ,  GPS rooted  the
anthology  in  Georg ia ’ s  l i t erary  her i tage  and  a f f i rmed i t s  commitment  to
nurtur ing  poetry  tha t  cont inues  tha t  reach .  L ink :  Reach  of  Song

H o w G P S  C h o s e  Re e c e  a s  t h e  I n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  T h e  Re a c h  o f  S o n g

His  wr i t ing  b lends
pla inspoken  imagery
wi th  sp i r i tua l  depth ,
of ten  explor ing nature ,
hardship ,  and  the  quie t
d igni ty of  rura l  l i fe .

One  of  h i s  most  quoted
l ines  comes  f rom “ I  G o  b y
Way s  o f  Ru s t  a n d F l a m e”:
“ I  g o  b y  w ay s  o f  r u s t  a n d
f l a m e
Be n e a t h t h e  b e n t  a n d
l o n e ly  s ky…”

By r o n  He r b e r t  R e e c e :  A G e o r g i a  Vo i c e  E n d u r e s

His  poems  appeared  in  major
nat iona l  publ ica t ions  such  as  The
At lant ic  Monthly and  The
Saturday Review.

His  publ i shed  works  inc lude  four
volumes  of  poetry—Bal lad  of  the
Bones ,  Bow Down in  Jer icho ,  and
A Song of  Joy among them—and
two nove l s ,  The  Season  of  F lesh
and Bet ter a  Dinner of  Herbs .  

Byron Herber t  Reece  ( 1917–1958)
remains  one  of  Georg ia ’s  most
d i s t inc t ive  l i terary vo ices .  A poet
and  nove l i s t  shaped  by the
rhythms of  the  North  Georg ia
mounta ins ,  Reece  wrote  wi th  a
c lar i ty and  mus ica l i ty tha t
cont inue  to  resonate  across
genera t ions .

Ra i sed  on  a  subs i s tence  farm in
Union  County,  Reece  deve loped
his  l i terary g i f t s  wi thout  formal
degrees .  His  educat ion

Barbara  Barry-Nishanian ,  was  in
her f ina l  year a t  Young Harr i s
when Reece  d ied .  

Reece ’s  work earned  s igni f i cant
honors ,  inc luding two
Guggenheim Fe l lowships ,  the
Poetry Soc ie ty of  Amer ica ’s
She l ley Memoria l  Award ,  and  the
Georg ia  Wri ters  Assoc ia t ion
Li terary Achievement  Award .

Today,  the  Byron Herber t  Reece
Farm & Her i tage  Center in
Bla i r sv i l l e  preserves  h i s  l egacy.
As  we  h ighl ight  the  new Reach  of
Song webpage  th i s  month ,  i t  fee l s
f i t t ing  to  honor the  poet  whose
work cont inues  to  shape  Georg ia ’s
l i terary ident i ty.
L ink :  Byron Herber t  Reece  Farm
& Her i tage  Center 

By ro n  He r b e r t  Re e c e

https://www.georgiapoetrysociety.org/the-reach-of-song/
https://reecefarmevents.com/
https://reecefarmevents.com/
https://reecefarmevents.com/


E a c h  y e a r ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  S t a t e  P o e t r y  S o c i e t i e s  ( N F S P S )  h o s t s
o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  o p e n  p o e t r y  c o m p e t i t i o n s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  f e a t u r i n g  m o r e
t h a n  5 0  i n d i v i d u a l  c o n t e s t s  s p a n n i n g  e v e r y  i m a g i n a b l e  t h e m e ,  f o r m ,  a n d
s t y l e .  S u b m i s s i o n s  a r e  o p e n  J a n u a r y  1  t h r o u g h  M a r c h  1 5 ,  a n d  p o e t s  m a y
e n t e r  a s  m a n y  c o n t e s t s  a s  t h e y  w i s h .  F u l l  g u i d e l i n e s ,  p r i z e  d e t a i l s ,  a n d
e l e c t r o n i c  s u b m i s s i o n  l i n k s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e  N F S P S  w e b s i t e .
E x p l o r e  t h e  c o m p l e t e  c o n t e s t  l i s t  h e r e .

2 0 2 6  N F S P S  C o n t e s t  O v e r v i e w
( A l l  d e a d l i n e s :  M a r c h  1 5 .  F u l l  r u l e s  o n l i n e . )

F o u n d e r s  A w a r d
O p e n  t h e m e  &  f o r m ;  t o p  p r i z e  $ 1 , 0 0 0 .

B r e c h t  P o e t r y  A w a r d
P o e m s  e x p r e s s i n g  a  y e a r n i n g  f o r  a  s o c i e t y  f r e e  f r o m  h u m a n  o p p r e s s i o n .

T h e  M a r g o  A w a r d
T h e m e :  “ W i n d  E y e s . ”

D o n a l d  S t o d g h i l l  M e m o r i a l  A w a r d  ( M e m b e r s  O n l y )
O p e n  t h e m e  &  f o r m .

W o r d  S m i t h s  A w a r d
T h e m e :  t h e  a r t  o f  p o e t r y .

V i r g i n i a  C o r r i e - C o z a r t  M e m o r i a l  A w a r d
T h e m e :  s e c r e t  h a p p i n e s s .

M i l d r e d  V o r p a h l  B a a s s  R e m e m b r a n c e  A w a r d  ( M e m b e r s  O n l y )
T h e m e :  c a t s  —  t h e i r  b e a u t y ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  a n d  h a b i t s .

L e a g u e  o f  M i n n e s o t a  P o e t s  A w a r d
T h e m e :  h u m o r ;  f r e e  v e r s e .

M i r i a m  S .  S t r a u s s  M e m o r i a l  A w a r d  ( M e m b e r s  O n l y )
H u m o r o u s  P e t r a r c h a n  o r  S h a k e s p e a r e a n  s o n n e t .

O h i o  A w a r d
O p e n  t h e m e  &  f o r m .

H o w  t o  E n t e r
 A l l  c o n t e s t s  u s e  t h e  s a m e  s u b m i s s i o n  w i n d o w :  J a n u a r y  1  –  M a r c h  1 5 ,  2 0 2 6
 E l e c t r o n i c  s u b m i s s i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a l l  c a t e g o r i e s .
 F u l l  r u l e s ,  p r i z e  a m o u n t s ,  l i n e  l i m i t s ,  a n d  e n t r y  f e e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  a t :

h t t p s : / / w w w . n f s p s . c o m / c o n t e s t s

OO

O P P O RT U N I T I E S  &  D E A D L I N E S

N F S P S  A N N U A L  P O E T R Y  C O N T E S T S  N O W  O P E N
S U B M I T  B Y  M A R C H  1 5

https://www.nfsps.com/contests
https://www.nfsps.com/contests


J a n u a r y  Q u a r t e r l y  M e e t i n g  H i g h l i g h t s

No t  e ve n  a  w i n t e r  s t o r m  c o u l d  s t o p  o u r  f i r s t  m e e t i n g  o f  2 0 2 6 .  P re s i d e n t
B a r b a r a  N i s h a n i a n  o p e n e d  t h e  Zo o m  s e s s i o n  w i t h  a  w a r m  w e l c o m e  t o
v i s i t o r s  b e fo re  a d d re s s i n g  t h e  m o r n i n g ’s  p ro g r a m .

U p d a t e s  &  A n n o u n c e m e n t s
V i c e  P re s i d e n t  M i c h e l l e  A l d e r m a n  s h a re d  t h a t  t h e  Re a c h  o f  S o n g  w e b p a g e
i s  n o w l i ve  o n  t h e  G P S  w e b s i t e ,  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  a  s u b m i s s i o n  p o r t a l  fo r
e n t r i e s  t o  t h i s  ye a r ’ s  a n t h o l o g y.  S u b m i s s i o n s  a re  o p e n  t h ro u g h  Ma rc h  1 5 ,
a n d  d e t a i l s  a re  a v a i l a b l e  h e re .  S h e  a l s o  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  re d e s i g n  o f  t h e
G P S  n e w s l e t t e r  t o  p rov i d e  re l e v a n t  i n fo r m a t i o n  a n d  re s o u rc e s  fo r
m e m b e r s .  

B a r b a r a  re m i n d e d  m e m b e r s  t h a t  m e m b e r s h i p  d u e s  i n c re a s e d  f ro m  $ 2 0  t o
$ 3 5  b e g i n n i n g  Fe b r u a r y  1 .

M e m b e r  N e w s
K i t  S c h m e i s e r ,  a  l o n g t i m e  G P S  m e m b e r  a n d  a c t i ve  p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  t h e
Na t i o n a l  Fe d e r a t i o n  o f  St a t e  Po e t r y  S o c i e t i e s  ( N FS P S ) ,  s h a re d  u p d a t e s
a b o u t  Po e t s  f o r  Pe a c e :  S u n f l o w e r s  R i s i n g .  K i t ,  a l o n g  w i t h  B a r b a r a ,  Je n n i fe r
S m i t h ,  a n d  s e ve r a l  o t h e r  G e o r g i a  p o e t s ,  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  2 0 2 5
p u b l i c a t i o n .  P ro c e e d s  f ro m  t h e  a n t h o l o g y  s u p p o r t  m e d i c a l  n e e d s  i n
U k r a i n i a n  o r p h a n a g e s .  Re a d  m o re  a b o u t  t h e  a n t h o l o g y  h e re .  K i t  i s
c u r re n t l y  s e r v i n g  a s  t h e  N FS P S  St e ve n s  Po e t r y  Ma n u s c r i p t  C o m p e t i t i o n
C h a i r p e r s o n .

G P S  S e c re t a r y  A l i c e  Jo h n s o n  b r i e f l y  s h a re d  a  fe w u p d a t e s  f ro m  re c e n t
p o e t r y  e ve n t s  i n  Au g u s t a ,  i n c l u d i n g  O p e n  M i c  e ve n t s  a t  t h e  Je s s ye
No r m a n  S c h o o l  o f  t h e  A r t s .

A d j o u r n m e n t
B a r b a r a  c l o s e d  t h e  u p d a t e s  by  s h a r i n g  t h a t  re c e n t  p o e t r y  re a d i n g s
a t  t h e  Ma c o n  M u s e u m  o f  A r t s  a n d  S c i e n c e s  w e re  a  s u c c e s s .  T h e
m e e t i n g  a d j o u r n e d  w i t h  a  s t ro n g  s e n s e  o f  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a n d
m o m e n t u m  t o w a rd  a  p ro d u c t i ve  ye a r  a h e a d .  

A p r i l  Po e t r y  M o n t h  P r e v i e w

A p r i l  i s  j u s t  a ro u n d  t h e  c o r n e r,  a n d  G P S  w i l l  b e  c e l e b r a t i n g  Na t i o n a l  Po e t r y
Mo n t h  w i t h  s t a t e w i d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  p ro m p t s ,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  e n g a g e m e n t .  Lo o k
fo r  a  s p e c i a l  A p r i l  i s s u e  w i t h  w a y s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e ,  s h a re  yo u r  w o r k ,  a n d  c o n n e c t
w i t h  p o e t s  a c ro s s  G e o r g i a .

https://www.georgiapoetrysociety.org/the-reach-of-song/
https://www.amazon.com/Poets-Peace-Sunflowers-Rising-Anthology/dp/B0F99G1VH7/ref=sr_1_1?crid=AZYQIULANZ05&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.nK89UgAFbWk8IlSQjgCihk4loPW5Rz6bwpF83uX26KW0o_pHFdVw0ygHw-4qobUfcn1fssorYTm8PeYj7c7aJXzdqWm0u4oA_SbIOW66TkYqT5lFYqn2a78AdObCs5-w0DpZhJ95pCzzvMS7IgXBH3utNXk3dcXarhoH3hYbU_2mV5VXBKk1Dcc36v8H7kBXks7q635UEPFJcwIJcDXC3_d1K_3Qee3eHCErmfCqSdc.Z7gZuWcc1p84jn2_KXu7TczkeSW2wHW8rsdNv6i1OZk&dib_tag=se&keywords=poets+for+peace&qid=1771781316&sprefix=poets+for+peace%2Caps%2C462&sr=8-1


Thursday,  March  19 ,  2026

P r e s i d e n t ’s  C o r n e r,  c o n t i n u e d

     W hi le  de ta i l s  appear e l sewhere  in  th i s  news le t ter,  I  want  to  remind you  to  p lease  send
in  your poems  for the  Re a c h o f  So n g  Anthology.  Contr ibutors  are  members  of  our
communi ty of  poets ,  uni ted  by our love  of  l anguage .  I t  never ceases  to  amaze  me that
words  s t rung together can  touch  someone’s  hear t ,  mind ,  or memory— conveying s tor ies  o f
hear tache ,  joy,  and  hope .  Your vo ice  mat ters !

     Not  a  member ye t ?  We warmly inv i te  you  to  jo in  the  Georg ia  Poetry Soc ie ty and  he lp
support  our nonprof i t  miss ion  to  promote  poets  and  poetry in  Georg ia  and  surrounding
communi t ies .
And p lease  mark your ca lendars  -  Our next  GPS Open Mic  Night  wi l l  be  Thursday,  March
19,  2026  a t  7 :00  pm.  We welcome members  and  gues t s  a l ike .  Come share  a  poem …  or
s imply come l i s ten .
    
     Wi th  ant ic ipa t ion  for a  b looming March ,

     Barbara  Barry -Nishanian
     Pres ident ,  Georg ia  Poetry Soc ie ty

“The  open  mic  i s  the  hear tbeat  o f  a  poetry communi ty — i t ’ s  where  we
tes t  our t ruths  out  loud .”  — Buddy Wakef ie ld

M a r c h  O p e n  M i c  G u e s t

We are  p leased  to  share  tha t
Ol e i s i a  Jo h n s o n ,  rec ip ient  of
the  2025  Al ik i  Perrot i  and  Seth
Frank Most  Promis ing Young
Poet  Award ,  wi l l  be  jo in ing us
for the  March  Open Mic .

Ms .  Johnson’s  award ‑winning
poem,  Th e  We i g h t  Sh e  G iv e s  Me ,
i s  a  beaut i fu l  work tha t  explores
themes  of  ident i ty and
belonging .  

Ole i s ia  i s  a  Computer Sc ience
major a t  Spe lman Col lege ,
where  she  b lends  her in teres t s
in  des ign ,  communi ty,  and
creat ive  s toryte l l ing .

We look forward  to  we lcoming
her in to  the  GPS communi ty.

  Z o o m L i n k :  h t t p s : / / t i n y u r l . c o m / M a r c h O p e n M i c 2 6
  L i n k :  G e o r g i a  P o e t r y  S o c i e t y

  

Fo l l ow G e o r g i a  Po e t r y S o c i e t y O n :

T H U R S DAY,  M A R C H  1 9 ,  2 0 2 6

https://www.facebook.com/groups/47352906312
https://www.instagram.com/gapoetrysociety/
https://www.youtube.com/@GeorgiaPoetrySociety
https://tinyurl.com/MarchOpenMic26
https://www.georgiapoetrysociety.org/


B o o k  Fa i r s  a n d  Fe s t i v a l s  i n  G e o r g i a

A s  w i n t e r  m e l t s  a n d  S p r i n g  e m e r g e s ,  w a r m e r  w e a t h e r  c a l l s  u s  f ro m
h i b e r n a t i o n  t o  s e e k  c re a t i ve  s u s t e n a n c e .  I f  w o rd s  a re  a  w r i t e r ’ s

s t i m u l a t i o n ,  t h e n  b o o k s  a re  t h e i r  l i fe b l o o d ,  a n d  fe s t i v a l s  a re  t h e  fe a s t .
T h e  fo l l o w i n g  b o o k  fe s t i v a l s  a re  b e i n g  h e l d  i n  G e o r g i a  t h i s  s p r i n g :  

Da h l o n e g a  L i t e r a r y  Fe s t i v a l .  Ma rc h  7 ,  2 0 2 6 ;  Da h l o n e g a .
C a r ro l l t o n  B o o k Fe s t .  Ma rc h  2 7 - 2 8 ,  2 0 2 6 ;  C a r ro l l t o n .

C o nye r s  B o o k  Fe s t i v a l .  A p r i l  1 1 ,  2 0 2 6 ;  C o nye r s .

Po e t r y Eve n t s  A r o u n d  G e o r g i a
 
Og l e t h o r p e  O u t  L o u d  –  M a r c h  1 9 ,  Ogle thorpe  Univers i ty hos t s  a  publ ic
reading wi th  award  winning poet  Jer icho  Brown.  
 
$ 1 0 0 0  Po e t r y C o m p e t i t i o n  -  S u n ,  M a r 2 2 ,  7  P M ,  A h igh-s takes  s l am hos ted
by @lamTheQul ture ,  a t  Rose  Bi s t ro  & Champagne  Bar in  At lanta .  L ink :
$1 ,000 Poetry Compet i t ion  Hosted  by @IamTheQul ture  
 
E m o r y Fe l l ows  R e a d i n g –  M a r c h  2 ,  Emory ’s  Creat ive  Wri t ing  Program
features  fe l lows  in  poetry,  p laywri t ing ,  and  screenwri t ing  a t  PAIS  290.  
 
At l a n t a  Wr i t i n g  Wo r k s h o p  –  M a r c h  2 8  inc ludes  spec ia l ized  sess ions  l ike
“Rhyme Without  the  Rules” for rhythmic  and  metr ica l  wr i t ing .  
 
A r t  A m o k S l a m  –  M a r c h  2 2 ,  InTune  Studio ,  At lanta ,  2nd  and  4 th  Fr idays
(March  13  & 27 )
 
To n g u e  O p e n  M i c  –  M a r c h  3  &  1 7 ,  Sent ient  Bean ,  13  Eas t  Park Avenue ,
Savannah ,  Open Mic  1 s t  and  3rd  Tuesdays .  

M a j o r Po e t r y &  Wr i t i n g  C o n fe r e n c e s  i n  G e o r g i a
 

Po e t r y @ Te c h  Sy m p o s i u m
Apri l  9- 10  At lanta  (GA Tech)  

Features  in ternat iona l  poetry,  t rans la t ion  pane l s ,  and  readings .
 

At l a n t a  Wr i t e r s  C o n fe r e n c e
May 1-2  At lanta

Networking wi th  agents ,  ed i tors ;  inc ludes  poetry manuscr ipt  cr i t iques .

Poetry captures  emot ion ,  thought ,  and  beauty,  o f fer ing a
br idge  between  the  inner wor ld  and  the  universa l  human

exper ience .

https://www.literaryfestival.org/
https://www.carrolltonbookfest.com/
https://www.thebookcellar.shop/about-1
https://oglethorpe.edu/news/poet-jericho-brown-to-headline-2026-oglethorpe-out-loud-spoken-word-event/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1000-poetry-competition-sunday-march-22nd-hosted-by-iamthequlture-tickets-1978855069783?msockid=32472e413423692a23e238bc358e6860
https://creativewriting.emory.edu/reading-series/reading-series-events.html?trumbaEmbed=view%3Devent%26eventid%3D189437381
https://atlantawritingworkshop.com/
https://www.writeoutloud.net/event/art-amok-slam--12289/2026-02-27T19%3A30?date_range=2026-03-01,2026-03-01&calmode=month
https://www.sentientbean.com/events
https://poetry.gatech.edu/events/
https://atlantawritersconference.com/

