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Dear Members ,

F lowers  are  not  the  only th ing b looming
thi s  spr ing .  GPS i s  growing .  We’ve  seen  a
s teady increase  in  our membership  each
month .

At tendance  a t  Open Mic  i s  s teadi ly
increas ing ,  wi th  a  d iverse  group of  people
jo in ing each  month  to  share  the i r  poems .  I t
was  a  p leasure  to  l i s ten  to  regular and  f i r s t -
t ime gues t s  in  Apr i l ,  share  poems ,  some of
which  they indica ted  d id  not  represent  the i r
usua l  s ty le .  

The  depar ture  f rom the  norm was
refresh ing for a l l  and  brought  p lenty of
laughter.  I  be l ieve  l aughter i s  the  bes t
medic ine ,  and  I  cer ta in ly fe l t  be t ter a t  the
end of  the  evening .  

I ’d  l ike  to  remind a l l  poet s ,  and  those  who
s imply en joy reading and  l i s ten ing to
poetry,  to  reg i s ter for the  May Open Mic
and jo in  us  on  Thursday,  May 21s t ,  a t  7pm.

For new wr i ters ,  th i s  i s  a  wonderfu l
opportuni ty to  prac t ice  reading poems  in  a
casua l  a tmosphere  among very f r iendly and
support ive  poets .  We l ike  to  keep  poems
short
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               has  a  way of  f i l l ing  our days  before  we  even  not ice .
Vaca t ions ,  v i s i tors ,  hea t ,  e rrands ,  gardens ,  fami ly p lans  —
suddenly the  hours  tha t  once  he ld  quie t  wr i t ing  t ime are
crowded wi th  mot ion .  But  insp ira t ion  doesn’ t  d i sappear in  busy
seasons ;  i t  s imply h ides  in  smal ler spaces .

Here  are  a  few gent le  ways  to  keep  poetry a l ive  dur ing the
months  ahead :

No t i c e  t h e  b r i e f  m o m e n t s .  A poem doesn’ t  require  an  hour of
s i lence .  Somet imes  a  s ing le  sensory deta i l  — the  smel l  o f
sunscreen ,  the  sound of  spr ink lers ,  the  way dusk se t t le s  l a ter
each  n ight  — i s  enough to  spark a  l ine .

Us e  t h e  s e a s o n’s  n a t u r a l  p a u s e s .  Wait ing in  the  car.  S i t t ing  on
the  porch .  S tanding a t  the  s tove .  These  t iny pockets  o f  s t i l lness
can  hold  a  surpr i s ing  amount  of  imaginat ion .

L e t  yo u r p h o n e  b e c o m e  a  n o t e b o o k .  Jo t  down f ragments ,
overheard  l ines ,  co lors ,  t ex tures ,  or ques t ions .  You  don’ t  need
fu l l  poems  — jus t  seeds .

R e a d  o n e  p o e m  a  d ay.  Even in  the  bus ies t  seasons ,  a  shor t  poem
can rese t  your crea t ive  mind  and  remind you  what  l anguage  can
do .

G ive  yo u r s e l f  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  w r i t e  s m a l l .  A ha iku ,  a  l i s t ,  a  s ing le
metaphor — these  are  poems  too .  Summer doesn’ t  demand
masterp ieces ;  i t  inv i tes  not ic ing .

Insp ira t ion  doesn’ t  vani sh  when l i fe  ge t s  fu l l .  I t  s imply asks  you
to  meet  i t  where  you  are .
 

How t o  F i n d  Po e t i c  I n s p i r a t i o n  
D u r i n g a  B u sy S u m m e r

In s p i ra t i o n d o e s n’ t  v a n i s h w h e n l i f e  g e t s  f u l l .  
It  s i m p ly  a s k s  y o u t o  m e e t  i t  w h e re  y o u a re .

Summer



Summer of ten  d i s rupts  the  rout ines  tha t
support  our wr i t ing  l ives .  But  cra f t
doesn’ t  have  to  pause  jus t  because
schedules  ge t  c rowded .  In  fac t ,  busy
seasons  can  sharpen  our a t tent ion  — i f
we  le t  them.

Tr a i n  yo u r eye ,  eve n  w h e n  yo u  c a n’ t
w r i t e .  Craf t  beg ins  wi th  not ic ing .  Pay
at tent ion  to  contras t ,  movement ,  tex ture ,
and  emot iona l  temperature .  These  are
the  raw mater ia l s  o f  poetry.

C o l l e c t  l a n g u a g e ,  n o t  p o e m s .  Ins tead  of
t ry ing to  “wr i te ,”  t ry ga ther ing :  verbs
you  overhear,  co lors  you  can’ t  name,
surpr i s ing  metaphors  tha t  appear in
conversa t ion .  Craf t  grows  f rom
accumula t ion .

P r a c t i c e  c o m p r e s s i o n .  Busy seasons  are
perfec t  for l earn ing how to  say more
wi th  le s s .  Try wr i t ing  a  three ‑ l ine
moment  each  day.  Focus  on  prec i s ion ,
not  l ength .

L e t  s t r u c t u r e  h e l p  yo u .  Shor t  forms  —
haiku ,  t anka ,  lune ,  Amer ican  sentence  —
give  you  a  conta iner when t ime i s  scarce .
St ruc ture  can  be  a  g i f t ,  not  a  l imi ta t ion .

R e t u r n  t o  yo u r n o t e s  l a t e r.  Summer i s
for ga ther ing .  Fa l l  can  be  for shaping .
Trus t  the  rhythm of  your own seasons .

C ra f t  d o e s n’ t  d i s a p p e a r w h e n l i f e  g e t s
f u l l .  It  a d a pt s  —  a n d s o m e t i m e s
b e c o m e s  s h a r p e r.

How t o  Ke e p  Yo u r C r a f t  A l ive  D u r i n g t h e  S u m m e r



OO
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A S m a l l  C o l l e c t i o n  o f  Po e t i c  S t a r t i n g  Po i n t s

Summer i s  a  season  of  mot ion  — doors  opening and
c los ing ,  sunl ight  sh i f t ing  across  the  f loor,  days  tha t  s t re tch
long and  then  vani sh  quick ly.  

I t ’ s  easy to  be l ieve  there ’s  no  room for poetry in  a l l  tha t
movement .  But  insp ira t ion  of ten  l ives  in  the  very p laces  we
over look .

He r e  a r e  a  few m o m e n t s  wo r t h  n o t i c i n g —  e a c h  o n e  a
d o o r way i n t o  a  p o e m :
·  the  hum of  an  a i r  condi t ioner in  the  l a te  a f ternoon
·  hea t  sh immering above  the  pavement  l ike  a  mirage
·  the  quie t  exhaus t ion  tha t  se t t le s  a f ter a  long ,  br ight  day
·  the  sweetness  o f  a  r ipe  peach  and  the  memory i t
  un locks
·  the  smel l  o f  cut  grass  r i s ing  l ike  a  ch i ldhood echo
·  the  way l ight  pool s  a t  8  p .m. ,  sof t  and  go lden
·  the  sudden lone l iness  o f  a  c rowded p lace
·  the  sound of  i ce  sh i f t ing  in  a  g las s
·  the  moment  a  s torm breaks  open  the  sky
·  the  hush  tha t  fo l lows  l aughter when f r iends  go  home
·  the  coolness  o f  t i l e  under bare  fee t
·  the  way a  breeze  l i f t s  the  edge  of  a  cur ta in
·  the  f i r s t  s tar appear ing before  the  sky i s  fu l ly dark

Poetry doesn’ t  a sk  for s t i l lness ;  i t  a sks  for a t tent ion .  Let
summer be  your teacher.  Le t  i t  show you  how to  wr i te  in
fragments ,  in  g l impses ,  in  the  smal l  br ight  moments  tha t
pass  through your hands  before  you  can  hold  them.
A poem can  beg in  anywhere  — even  in  the  middle  of  a  busy
l i fe .
 

F i n d i n g I n s p i r a t i o n  i n  t h e  G e n t l e  C h a o s  o f  S u m m e r



so  everyone  has  a  chance  to  read .  I  look forward  to  see ing new faces  among
the  fami l iar ones  each  month .  I ’d  a l so  l ike  to  remind our members  who
have  publ i shed  poetry co l lec t ions  tha t  we  would  be  honored  to  showcase
your books  in  our onl ine  Book Store .  We love  to  h ighl ight  our members '
books ,  so  i f  you  are  not  in  our books tore ,  l e t  us  know,  and  we  wi l l  he lp  you
through the  process .

I  th ink i t ’ s  important  to  ment ion  that  GPS i s  a  member of  the  Nat iona l
Federa t ion  of  Poetry Soc ie t ies .  As  members  of  GPS ,  poets  are  e l ig ib le  to
par t ic ipa te  in  numerous  contes t s  he ld  by o ther member s ta tes .  We hope
members  wi l l  t ake  advantage  of  th i s  opportuni ty and  share  th i s
informat ion  wi th  o ther poets  inv i ted  to  become members  themse lves .  

This  news le t ter regular ly h ighl ights  the  many advantages  of  GPS
membership ,  our anthology,  Reach  of  Song ,  and  our many opportuni t ies  to
deve lop  poet ic  sk i l l s  through ar t i c les ,  events ,  c la s ses ,  and  onl ine  courses .  

The  GPS a l l -vo lunteer board  welcomes  any member who would  l ike  to  he lp
guide  and  support  the  work of  GPS .  We encourage  you  to  cons ider
volunteer ing for one  of  our open  pos i t ions .  Exper ience  i s  we lcome,  but
enthus iasm mat ters  jus t  a s  much .  W hat  mat ters  most  i s  the  wi l l ingness  to
par t ic ipa te ,  contr ibute ,  and  learn .  I f  there  i s  a  par t i cu lar area  of  l eadership
you’re  in teres ted  in ,  p lease  contac t  our Vice  Pres ident ,  Miche l le  A lderman,
a t  VP@georg iapoetrysoc ie ty.org .  We’d  love  to  have  you  involved .

The  in tens i ty of  Apr i l  Poetry Month  has  ended .  May turns  our a t tent ion  to
warmer weather,  outdoor ac t iv i t ie s ,  and  the  ant ic ipa t ion  of  vaca t ion  days .
W herever you’ l l  be  th i s  summer,  whatever you’ l l  be  doing ,  don’ t  forget  to
look for insp ira t ion  around you  and  snap  a  p ic ture ,  make  a  note  in  your
journa l ,  or wr i te  a  few tenta t ive  l ines  of  a  new poem.  Let  the  season  f i l l
your senses  — the  poems  wi l l  fo l low.

Warmly,
Barbara  Barry Nishanian
Pres ident ,  Georg ia  Poetry Soc ie ty

P r e s i d e n t ’s  C o r n e r,  c o n t i n u e d

Po e t r y  n e c e s s i t a t e s  t h a t  w e  s l ow  d ow n ,  d e e p e n o u r
a t t e n t i o n ,  p ra c t i c e  c a re  w i t h l a n g u a g e  a n d w i t h e a c h o t h e r ;
p o e t r y  i s  a n e s s e n t i a l  l a n g u a g e  . . .  a n d i t  a f f i r m s  o u r s h a re d

h u m a n i t y .”
A r t h u r Sz e ,  U S  Po e t  L a u r e a t e

 
In terv iew wi th  Rigober to  Gonza lez  January/February i s sue  of

Poets  and  Wri ters

.  



Apri l  Poetry Month  has  come to  a  c lose ,  and  wi th  i t  our f i r s t  year of  the
Georg ia  Poetry Pro jec t ,  sponsored  by the  Georg ia  Poetry Soc ie ty.  W hi le
not  every idea  unfo lded  exac t ly as  we  f i r s t  imagined ,  the  pro jec t  was
s t i l l  a  meaningfu l  success  — fu l l  o f  crea t iv i ty,  co l labora t ion ,  and
communi ty sp i r i t .
 
This  inaugura l  year was  shaped  in  par tnership  wi th  Barbara  Bar th ,
MWCA Li terary Chair,  and  the  Monroe–Wal ton  Center for the  Ar t s ,  who
embraced  the  pro jec t  wi th  enthus iasm,  br ing ing poetry in to  publ ic
spaces  throughout  Monroe .  Insp ired  by Barbara’s  idea  of  “Random Acts
of  Poetry,”  MWCA crea ted  moments  of  surpr i se  and  de l ight  — from
pop ‑up readings  to  spontaneous  poetry encounters  — br ing ing verse
into  everyday l i fe .
 
GPS Vice  Pres ident  Miche l le  A lderman deve loped  and  coordinated  the
s ta tewide  v i s ion  and  supported  loca l  e f for t s  in  Monroe .  The  resu l t  i s  a
f lex ib le  model  tha t  o ther communi t ies  can  bui ld  on  in  fu ture  years .
Even  wi th  fewer par t i c ipa t ing towns  than  we  or ig ina l ly hoped ,  the
response  we  d id  rece ive  was  hear t fe l t ,  genuine ,  and  encourag ing .
People  showed up .  They read  poems .  They l i s tened .  They shared .  And
that  i s  the  hear t  o f  th i s  pro jec t .
 
Highl ight ing the  pro jec t  in  Monroe  was  an  Open Mic  event  he ld  a t
Gr izz le  Beer on  Apr i l  22 .  A comfortab le  crowd of  around twenty people
a t tended ,  many reading the i r  own or favor i te  poems .  Even  Monroe
Mayor John Howard  jo ined  and  read  — a  wonderfu l  reminder tha t
poetry t ru ly be longs  to  everyone .
 
The  Georg ia  Poetry Pro jec t  wi l l  cont inue  to  grow — one  communi ty,
one  ar t s  center,  one  poem at  a  t ime .  We’re  gra te fu l  to  everyone  who
par t ic ipa ted ,  supported ,  or s imply paused  to  en joy a  poem th i s  Apr i l .
Poetry be longs  everywhere ,  and  th i s  month  proved  that  Georg ia  i s  fu l l
o f  people  ready to  we lcome i t .  Here ’s  to  next  year,  and  to  the  crea t ive
momentum we’ve  begun together.

C e l e b r a t i n g  A p r i l  Po e t r y Mo n t h :  
A L o o k B a c k a t  t h e  G e o r g i a  Po e t r y P r o j e c t

Z O OM  C o u r s e s  C o m i n g

GPS IT Webmaster Mar ion  Owen i s  deve loping a  ser ies  o f
engag ing Zoom courses  for members  and  non ‑members  in  the
coming months .  Topics  wi l l  range  f rom poetry in  the  d ig i ta l
age  to  crea t ing  poetry b logs  and  podcas t s ,  a long wi th  o ther
sess ions  des igned  to  he lp  poets  s t rengthen  the i r  c ra f t  and
expand the i r  audiences .  A l l  courses  wi l l  be  f ree  for GPS
members .  We hope  you’ l l  t ake  advantage  of  these
opportuni t ies  a s  they ro l l  out .  Watch  your inbox for spec ia l
announcements .



  Z o o m L i n k :  M a y  2 1  O p e n  M i c
  L i n k :  G e o r g i a  P o e t r y  S o c i e t y
  

Fo l l ow G e o r g i a  Po e t r y S o c i e t y O n :

T H U R S DAY,  M AY  2 1 ,  2 0 2 6

I n  D o g g e d  L oya l t y by Jo h n  F.  D e a n e

I n  D o g g e d  L oya l t y  i s  a  r i ch  b lend
of  es says  and  cura ted  poems
explor ing how poets  across
centur ies  have  wres t led  wi th
ques t ions  of  fa i th ,  doubt ,
devot ion ,  and  the  human search
for meaning .  

Deane  t races  a  long l ineage  of
wr i ters  — from medieva l  vo ices  to
George  Herber t ,  John  Donne ,
Gerard  Manley Hopkins ,  Emi ly
Dick inson ,  R .  S .  Thomas ,  and
others  — showing how poetry has
a lways  been  a  vesse l  for sp i r i tua l
inquiry.
 
Par t  anthology and  par t  re f lec t ion ,
the  book of fers  both  ins ight fu l
commentary and  a  t reasury of
poems  that  i l luminate  the  “go lden
seam” of  re l ig ious  poetry in
Engl i sh .  

Deane  argues  tha t  poetry i s  not
mere ly an  ar t  form but  a  v i ta l  way
of  perce iv ing the  wor ld  — one  tha t
deepens  our humani ty and  can
even  guide  us  back toward  fa i th ,
hones ty,  and  shared
unders tanding .
 
This  i s  an  exce l lent  resource  for
poets  in teres ted  in  the  in tersec t ion
of  cra f t  and  sp i r i tua l i ty,  or anyone
cur ious  about  how wr i ters  have
used  poetry to  grapple  wi th  the
sacred  across  t ime .
 

R e s o u r c e  S p o t l i g h t

https://www.facebook.com/groups/47352906312
https://www.instagram.com/gapoetrysociety/
https://www.youtube.com/@GeorgiaPoetrySociety
https://www.georgiapoetrysociety.org/
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	Summer is a season of motion — doors opening and closing, sunlight shifting across the floor, days that stretch long and then vanish quickly.
	It’s easy to believe there’s no room for poetry in all that movement. But inspiration often lives in the very places we overlook.
	Here are a few moments worth noticing — each one a doorway into a poem: · the hum of an air conditioner in the late afternoon · heat shimmering above the pavement like a mirage · the quiet exhaustion that settles after a long, bright day · the sweetness of a ripe peach and the memory it   unlocks · the smell of cut grass rising like a childhood echo · the way light pools at 8 p.m., soft and golden · the sudden loneliness of a crowded place · the sound of ice shifting in a glass · the moment a storm breaks open the sky · the hush that follows laughter when friends go home · the coolness of tile under bare feet · the way a breeze lifts the edge of a curtain · the first star appearing before the sky is fully dark
	Poetry doesn’t ask for stillness; it asks for attention. Let summer be your teacher. Let it show you how to write in fragments, in glimpses, in the small bright moments that pass through your hands before you can hold them. A poem can begin anywhere — even in the middle of a busy life.


	President’s Corner, continued
	Poetry necessitates that we slow down, deepen our attention, practice care with language and with each other; poetry is an essential language ... and it affirms our shared humanity.” Arthur Sze, US Poet Laureate
	Interview with Rigoberto Gonzalez January/February issue of Poets and Writers
	.


	Celebrating April Poetry Month:  A Look Back at the Georgia Poetry Project
	ZOOM Courses Coming
	GPS IT Webmaster Marion Owen is developing a series of engaging Zoom courses for members and non‑members in the coming months. Topics will range from poetry in the digital age to creating poetry blogs and podcasts, along with other sessions designed to help poets strengthen their craft and expand their audiences. All courses will be free for GPS members. We hope you’ll take advantage of these opportunities as they roll out. Watch your inbox for special announcements.
	Resource Spotlight


	In Dogged Loyalty by John F. Deane
	THURSDAY, MAY 21, 2026
	ZoomLink: May 21 Open Mic   Link: Georgia Poetry Society

	In Dogged Loyalty is a rich blend of essays and curated poems exploring how poets across centuries have wrestled with questions of faith, doubt, devotion, and the human search for meaning.
	Deane traces a long lineage of writers — from medieval voices to George Herbert, John Donne, Gerard Manley Hopkins, Emily Dickinson, R. S. Thomas, and others — showing how poetry has always been a vessel for spiritual inquiry.
	Part anthology and part reflection, the book offers both insightful commentary and a treasury of poems that illuminate the “golden seam” of religious poetry in English.
	Deane argues that poetry is not merely an art form but a vital way of perceiving the world — one that deepens our humanity and can even guide us back toward faith, honesty, and shared understanding.
	This is an excellent resource for poets interested in the intersection of craft and spirituality, or anyone curious about how writers have used poetry to grapple with the sacred across time.




